Pawan H. Dhingra, Ph.D.

Curriculum Vitae
Amherst College

100 Boltwood Ave, Converse Hall
Amherst, MA 01002 USA
Email: pdhingra@amherst.edu; Phone: 413-542-5993
Employment 
July 2021 – 
Associate Provost and Associate Dean of the Faculty, Amherst College

present

· Aliki Perroti and Seth Frank ’55 Professor of U.S. Immigration Studies, 2022-present
· Faculty Equity and Inclusion Officer, Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, July 2020-June 2021

· Professor of American Studies, courtesy appointment in Department of Anthropology/Sociology, 2018-present

July 2012 – 
Professor and Chair, Department of Sociology, American Studies  

  July 2018
Program, Tufts University
· Director, Asian American Studies Program, 2017-2018
Jan. 2011 – 
Museum Curator, Smithsonian Institution, Asian Pacific American 
 July 2012 
Center (Full-time employment; on leave from Oberlin College)

June 2007 –  
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, courtesy appointment in
  2012 
Comparative American Studies, Oberlin College
· Acting Chair, Department of Sociology, July 2008-June 2009

· Assistant Professor of Sociology, 2003-2007

Fall 2001 –
Assistant Professor of Sociology. Department of Sociology/Anthropology,
 Spring 2003 
Bucknell University

Education
Jan. 2002
Ph.D., Department of Sociology, Cornell University

May, 1997
M.A. Department of Sociology, Cornell University

June, 1994
A.B. Department of Psychology, Carleton College; graduated with distinction
Research Interests 
Asian America, education, entrepreneurship, race/gender/class intersectionality, white supremacy
Exhibitions
2014 

Beyond Bollywood: Indian Americans Shape the Nation.

Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History. Co-curated with Masum Momaya. Now traveling nationwide. Reviewed nationwide.
Publications

Books

2023

Disciplinary Futures: Sociology in Conversation with American, Ethnic, 

and Indigenous Studies, co-edited with Nadia Kim. 

New York University Press
2021

Asian America, 2nd edition, co-authored with Professor Robyn Rodriguez. 
Polity Press.

· First edition, 2014
· Reviewed in Ethnic and Racial Studies; London School of Economics U.S. Centre

2020

Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 


 
Behavior are Not Enough, New York University Press
· Awarded Outstanding Academic Book on Education, 2020, Association of College and Research Libraries 

· Reviewed in The Wall Street Journal, Library Journal, Choice, American Journal of Sociology, Social Forces, Contemporary Sociology, Journal of American Culture, Hyphen Magazine, and elsewhere
· Profiled in National Public Radio, USA Today, NBC News, New Books Network, and elsewhere 
· Book Forum/Author Meets Critic sessions, American Sociological Association annual conference, Los Angeles, 2022; and Eastern Sociological Society annual conference, online, 2021

2012
Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream, Stanford University Press.

· Awarded Best Book in the Social Sciences, 2012, Association for Asian American Studies 

· Awarded Outstanding Book on Asian America, American Sociological Association, 2012, Section on Asia and Asian America 

· Top books on Asian America by Los Angeles Times, and by Travel + Leisure 
· Profiled in All Things Considered (National Public Radio), The Wall Street Journal, Philadelphia Inquirer, Voice of America news, The Times of India, Al Jazeera Plus, The Chronicle of Higher Education, Colorlines Magazine, Quartz, First Post, Hyphen magazine, Indian Express, Khabar Magazine, India West, more
· Author Meets Critic session, Eastern Sociological Society annual conference, Baltimore, MD. 2014
· Reviewed in American Journal of Sociology, Choice Reviews, Chronicle of Higher Education, Contemporary Sociology, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Ethnicity and Race in a Changing World, Journal of Asian American Studies, Sociological Forum, and more.
2007

Managing Multicultural Lives: Asian American Professionals and the 

Challenge of Multiple Identities, Stanford University Press.

· Awarded Honorable Mention for the Best Book in the Social Sciences 2007, by the Association for Asian American Studies.

· Reviewed in American Journal of Sociology, Canadian Journal of Sociology, Contemporary Sociology, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Journal of American Ethnic History, Journal of Asian American Studies 
Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters 
Forthcoming 
“Teaching Asian American Studies in the Dark,” for Teaching Asian


America: Politics, Pedagogy, and Practice, Jennifer Hayashida and Cathy Schlund-Vials (eds.), University of Illinois Press. 
2022

“The Privilege of South Asian American Studies,” Journal of Asian 
American Studies 25, no. 2: 307-318, co-authored with Tamara Bhalla 
(invited submission)

2021

‘“Over-zealous Parents, Over-programmed Families’: Asian Americans, 
Academic Achievement, and White Supremacy,” Sociology of Race and 

Ethnicity, 7, 4: 458-471 (lead article)
2019
“Achieving More than Grades: Race, Morality, Race, and Enrichment Education,” The American Journal of Cultural Sociology, 7, 3: 275-298 (lead article)
2018
“What Asian Americans Really Care About When They Care About Education,” The Sociological Quarterly, 59, 2: 301-319 
2016
“Just Getting a Job is Not Enough: How Indian Americans Navigate the 


Workplace,” for Contemporary Asian America (3rd ed.), Min Zhou and Anthony O’Campo (eds.), New York University Press. 
2016 
“Collective Action, Mobility, and Shared Struggles: How the So-Called 

Model Minority Can Come to Deny the Myth,” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, v. 23, 2: 210-227. 
2016
“‘The Brain Sport’: Indian Americans, Spelling Bees, and Alternative Sports Spaces,” For Playing Asian America: The Racialized Politics of Sport, Stanley Thangaraj, Constancio Arnaldo, Jr., and Christina Chin (eds.), New York University Press. 
2015
“Cultivating Spellers,” Contexts, v. 14, 4: 26-31. 
2015
“Franchising Ethnic Entrepreneurship: Immigrant Business Owners and an Alternative Economic Model,” p. 231-252 in Research in the Sociology of Work: Immigration and Work, edited by Jody Agius Vallejo. (lead author; co-authored with Jennifer Parker) 
2014 
“Entrepreneurship,” in Keywords in Asian American Studies, Scott Wong, Cathy J. Schlund-Vials, and Linda Vo (eds.) New York University Press. Invited submission.
2013 
“Massacre at Sikh Temple of Oak Creek, WI”; “Little India and South Asian Communities”; “South Asian Community Organizations”; 

“South Asian Ethnic Economy”,
In Asian Americans: An Encyclopedia of Social, Cultural, 
Economic, and Political History, Edward Park and Xiaojian Zhao (eds.). ABC-Clio. 
2011
“Post-9/11 Vacancies: Race, Economics, and South Asian America,” Asian American Literary Journal, v. 2, 1.5: 130-143. 
2010 
“Hospitable to Others: Asian Indian Motel Owners Create Boundaries and Belonging in the Heartland.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 

v. 33, 6: 1088-1107. 
2009
“Introduction to Journal of Asian American Studies, Special Issue on the Midwest”: Journal of Asian American Studies, v. 12, 3: 239-246. 
2009
“The Possibility of Community: How Indian American Motel Owners Negotiate Competition and Solidarity with Co-ethnics,” Journal of Asian American Studies, v. 12, 3: 321-346. 
2008
“Committed to Ethnicity, Committed to America: How Second-Generation Indian Americans’ Ethnic Boundaries Further Their Americanisation,” Journal of Intercultural Studies, v. 29, 1:41-63. 
Reprinted in Transnational Migrations: The Indian Diaspora, eds. William Safran, Ajaya Kumar Sahoo, and Brij Lal 

(New Delhi: Routledge, 2009).

2008
“Trying to Be Authentic, But Not Too Authentic: Second Generation Hindu Americans in Dallas, TX,” Immigrants Outside Megalopolis: Ethnic Transformation in the Heartland. Richard C. Jones, ed. Lexington Books. Invited submission
2004
“‘We’re Not a Korean American Church Anymore’: Dilemmas in Constructing a Multi Racial Church Identity,” Social Compass, v.51, 3:367-379. 
2004
“Being American Between Black and White: Second Generation Asian American Professionals’ Racial Identities,” Journal of Asian American Studies, v.6, 2:117-147. 
Awarded “Research Paper Award” by the American Sociological Association section on Asia/Asian America for best article, for articles published 2004-2006.

2003
“The Second Generation in ‘Big D’: Korean American and Indian American Organizations in Dallas, TX,” Sociological Spectrum, v. 23, 2:247-278. 
Nominated for “Best Article of the Year” for journal Sociological Spectrum.
2001 
“Religious Involvement and Volunteering: Implications for Civil Society,” with Penny E. Becker. Sociology of Religion, v.62, 3:315-335. 
2000
“De-Privileging Positions: Indian Americans, South Asian Americans, and Politics of Asian American Studies,” Journal of Asian American Studies, v.3, 1: 67-100. Shilpa Davé, Pawan Dhingra, Sunaina Maira, Partha Mazumdar, Lavina Shankar, Jaideep Singh, and Rajini Srikanth, authors. Invited submission.
Journal Special Issue Editor
2021

“Special issue on Immigration and White Supremacy,” Social Sciences, 


co-editor with Tanya Golash Boza. (by invitation)
2009

“Special Issue on the Midwest,” Journal of Asian American Studies, 
v. 12, 3 (by invitation) 
Public opinion

The New York Times: “The Scripps Spelling Bee Is Broken. Please Don’t Fix It” (July 1, 2019)

Time Magazine: “Summer Tutoring Is Not the Solution to a Lost Year of Schooling. It Might Hurt Kids More Than It Helps Them” (July 28, 2021)

CNN: “The most effective way to fight back against anti-Asian hate” (March 21, 2021)
CNN: “How the story of Kamala Harris upends the Asian American ‘model minority’ stereotype” (August 19, 2020)

CNN: “The difficult choice about hiring a tutor for your children” (September 22, 2020)

The Conversation: “Racism is behind anti-Asian American violence, even when it’s not a hate crime” (March 19, 2021)

· Selected by The New York Times as a notable opinion piece. Reprinted in Salon, US News and World Report, Atlanta Journal Constitution, Houston Chronicle, and elsewhere.

The Conversation: “Tutoring kids who don’t need it is a booming business in affluent areas where parents want to stack the deck” (March 2, 2020)

· Reprinted in The San Francisco Chronicle, The Houston Chronicle, The New Haven Register, The Times Union, and more

The Conversation: “Why Indian American spelling bee success is more than just an endearing story” (July 20, 2020) 

· Reprinted in The Houston Chronicle, The Albany Times Union, The Hour (CT), and elsewhere

Arc Digital: “Betsy DeVos Has a Plan to Help Low-Income Students. History Suggests the Opposite Will Happen.” (May 5, 2020)

The Buffalo News: “Gates Foundation takes wrong path to rethinking education” (June 1, 2020)

Author and activist Diane Ravitch’s blog invitation: “Pawan Dhingra on ‘Hyper Education’ and Its Consequences” (June 16, 2020)

The Bulwark: “Reform the Law, Too” (June 23, 2020)

Indian Express: “Missing the Desi Beat” (January 13, 2015)


Indian Express: “Stars and Gripes” (April 22, 2013)

Media
2020 

Netflix film, Spelling the Dream 
2018 
TEDx Talk, Harvard University: Why It’s Important to Use your (Sociological) Imagination 

Ongoing appearances in national and international television, online, and print media, including Fox News, CNBC, Comcast Newsmakers, and more. More information at https://pawanhdhingra.com/in-the-news/   
Essays
2021
Editor and contributing author to Our Stories, a history of South Asian America, by the South Asian American Digital Archive
2020

“What It Means to Claim Kamala Harris as ‘One of Us’,” Amerasia 

Journal, 46, 3, 270-272

2019
“The Penthouse Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich,” Contemporary Sociology, v. 48, 3: 248-252.
2017
“Putting Flesh on the bone,” Ethnic and Racial Studies, special issue, 
v. 40, 3: 401-406.
2016
“A cultural approach to culture,” Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power, special issue, v. 24, 1: 13-18.
Book reviews
2017 
“Review of Desi Hoop Dreams: Pickup Basketball and the Making of Asian American Masculinity [by Stanley Thangaraj]” Sociological Forum, v. 32, 3.

2011   
“Review of The Store in the Hood: A Century of Ethnic Business and Conflict [by Steven J. Gold]” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 

v. 34, 10:1776-1777.
2010   
“Review of Racial Middle: Latinos and Asian Americans Living Beyond the Racial Divide [by Elieen O’Brien]” Journal of American Ethnic History, v. 29, 4:147-149.
2007
“Review of Unruly Immigrants: Rights, Activism, and Transnational South Asian Politics in the United States [by Monisha Das Gupta]” Contemporary Sociology, v.36, 5:432-433.

2005

“Review of 1.5 Generation: Becoming Korean American in Hawai`I [by 

Mary Danico]” Journal of American Ethnic History, v.24, 4:126-127.

2003

“Review of Asian American Dreams [by Helen Zia]” Amerasia Journal, 

v.29, 2:271-274.

2002
“Review of Locating Filipino Americans [by Rick Bonus]” International Migration Review, v.36, 2:604-606.
Grants and Fellowships

2022
Faculty leader on a $1.6 million grant by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation for the Five College Consortium on Faculty Leadership in the Humanities
2015
Faculty Research Fund Award, Tufts University
2010  
New Directions Initiative Grant from the Great Lakes College Association

2009
Research Status for the 2009-2010 academic year, Oberlin College

2008

Grant-in-Aid, Oberlin College Office of Sponsored Programs

2007 

Grant-in-Aid, Oberlin College Office of Sponsored Programs

2007
Great Lakes College Association Collaborative Grant for the creation of the “Center for Immigration Studies,” Oberlin College

2006
The Andrew Delaney Fellowship in the Social Sciences, Oberlin College

2005

Grant-in-Aid, Oberlin College Office of Sponsored Programs

2004
Center for Service and Learning grant, Oberlin College, for pursuing service learning pedagogy

2004

Awarded Curricular Development Grant, First Year Seminar Program, 2004

2001
Pre-doctoral Fellowship, Center for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, Columbia University

2001

Sage Fellowship, Cornell University Graduate School

1997-1999
Religion and Family Project, Principle Research Assistant, Lilly Endowment grant

1997,

Welfare to Work for Southeast Asian immigrants in California, Research 

 Summer 
Assistant. University of California at Los Angeles, Prof. Paul Ong, PI

1995-1996
Sage Fellowship, Cornell University Graduate School
Awards (non-publication)

2015
Contribution to the Field Award, from the American Sociological Association, section on Asia/Asian America. It recognizes “those professors who have worked to build up the fields of Asian and/or Asian American Studies within their universities/colleges and the discipline at large, such as through curriculum building, institution building, critically engaged pedagogy, grassroots organizing, mentoring, and the like.”
2013 
Honorable Mention Award for Public Sociology from the American Sociological Association, Section on International Migration

2011
Professor Props, Oberlin College. It recognizes, “outstanding teachers who had an impact on first-year students … as favorite instructor.”
2009
Early Career Award from the American Sociological Association, section on Asia/Asian America. It recognizes, “a scholar in the early stage of her/his career (no more than 10 years post Ph.D. award date) and who is conducting exemplary research on the sociology of Asia or Asian American communities.”
2000
Excellence in Teaching Award, Department of Sociology, Cornell University
Professional and Community Activities (external to university) 
2022 –  
Selected for the Leadership for a New Academy, by the Association

  2023
for Learned Societies

2021 – 
Elected President-elect/President of the Association for Asian American 

  2023
Studies 

2021 – 
Mentor for the Faculty of Color Working Group, New England

  2023
Consortium 

2020 
External Review Panel, Department of Anthropology/Sociology, Carleton College
2019 –
Elected to the Committee on Nominations, American Sociological 
  2021
Association
2019 –
Elected Secretary/Treasurer of the International Migration Section,

 2022
American Sociological Association 

2019
Keynote speaker at the Faculty of Color Working Group Symposium, sponsored by the New England Humanities Consortium, Wheaton College

2018 – 
Executive Board Member and Academic Board Member, South Asian
  2021 
American Digital Archive (SAADA). 
· President of the Board, 2013-2017, rotated off due to term limits
2018 
External Review Panel, Department of Sociology, Wake Forest University
2018 
Nominated for Council (the governing body of the ASA), American Sociological Association, as voted by the ASA Committee on Committees
2017
External Review Panel, The Intercollegiate Department of Asian American Studies at The Claremont Colleges.
2016-2019
Elected member of Executive Council, Eastern Sociological Society

2016 
Asian American Heritage Month presentation, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Boston, MA
2013-2014
Chair of the Section on Asia and Asian America of the American Sociological Association.

2011-2012
Museum Curator of the Indian American Heritage Project, Smithsonian Institution: an initiative documenting the history and contemporary experiences of Indian Americans. Engaging in the vision, exhibition, community outreach, fundraising, public programs, middle-school curriculum, permanent collection, oral histories, and blogs. 
2011-2012 
Academic Advisor, Americans All exhibition and collection project, 


National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution  


2010
Kellogg Exhibition Advisory Group, Asian Pacific American Program, Smithsonian Institution. 
2010-2012
Committee on the Status of Racial & Ethnic Minorities in Sociology, for the American Sociological Association. 

2009-2011
Board member of Oberlin Community Services, a local non-profit 

  
organization providing social services and direct assistance.

2005-2007
Elected as a council member to the American Sociological Association

section on Asia and Asian America.

2005-2006 
Co-chair, book award committee, Asia and Asian American Section, 

American Sociological Association.
2004-2005 
Invited program committee member for the 2005 annual conference of Association for Asian American Studies, Los Angeles, CA.
University Service (external to home department)

2021 – 
Associate Provost and Associate Dean of the Faculty, Amherst College.

  present 
One of two such persons, working in support of faculty development, teaching and learning, DEI, academic support units, and more.
2020 – 
Faculty Equity and Inclusion Officer, in the Office of Equity and 

 2021 
Inclusion, Amherst College. Member of the Office’s senior leadership team, addressing issues of diversity, equity and inclusion across campus.

2016 – 2018
Co-Chair, Equal Educational Opportunity Committee, Tufts 


University. Committee member, 2014-2018. Dedicated to furthering diversity and equity for faculty and the broader university.
2014 – 2017  
Diversity Fund committee member, Tufts University. Dedicated to adjudicating requests from across the campus for diversity and equity programming.
2014 – 2018
Steering Committee Member and co-founder, Interdisciplinary

  
Consortium on Race, Colonialism, and Diaspora. Tufts University
2014 – 2018
Steering Committee Member, American Studies Program. Tufts 

  
University
2013-2014
Director, Working Group on Race and Ethnicity. Elected by faculty peers. Tufts University
2012

Committee on Social Impact, Tufts University (Dean’s appointed)

2008-2012
Advisor to Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies student majors,   


 
Oberlin College
2007-2009 
Key founder and organizer for the Center for Immigration Studies, 

Oberlin College
2005-2012
Multicultural Resource Center committee member, Oberlin College
2004-2012
Courtesy Appointment in the Comparative American Studies Program, 


 
Oberlin College

2003-2012
Comparative American Studies committee member, Oberlin College
2002
Program Committee Co-Chair for the conference, “Color, Hair, and Bone: Race in the Twenty-First Century.” Bucknell University

2002-2003
Committee for Campus Diversity, Bucknell University
Invited Talks
2022

“America's Silenced Histories” panel, Kennedy Library Institute, Boston.

2021

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Education Department, University of California, Berkeley.

2021

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Race, Ethnicity, and Migration, 

Yale University.
2021

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Department of Sociology and Asian American Studies Center, City University of New York.

2021

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Department of Asian 

American Studies, Northwestern University.

2021

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Education Studies and Asian Studies, Cornell University.

2020

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Education Studies and The Department of Sociology, University of Pennsylvania 

2020

“Rethinking Education,” panelist, Social Science Research Council

2020

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” John Goodwin Tower Center for Public Policy and International Affairs, Southern Methodist University

2020
“A Voter’s Guide to South Asian Immigration History,” panelist, South Asian American Digital Archive
2020
“Worrying about the Asian F during Covid 19,” National Asian Pacific American Bar Association

2020

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Center for the Humanities, Tufts University

2020

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Department of Education and Asian 

American Studies Program, University of Connecticut, Storrs

2020

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Department of Sociology and South Asian Studies Program, Rutgers University at New Brunswick, NJ
2019
Radcliffe Institute Seminar at Harvard University, on “The Changing Face of Suburban Inequality: How Racial and Ethnic Change Unfold in Suburban America”
2019

“Hyper Education: Why Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Center for Migration and Development, Princeton University
2019

“The Stigma of Success,” The Center for Cultural Sociology, Yale 

University

2018

“Hyper Education: When Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 


Behavior are Not Enough,” Department of Sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

2018
“The Place of ‘Honorary Whites’: Asian Americans and New Conceptions of Race,” Sociology Graduate Center, City University of New York 
2018

“The Racialization of ‘Honorary Whites’: Asian Americans and New 
Conceptions of Race,” Center for the Study of Race + Ethnicity in 
America, Brown University
2018

“Hyper Education: When Good Grades, Good Schools, and Good 

Behavior are Not Enough,” Migration and Immigrant Incorporation Series, Harvard University
2017

“When Schooling Goes Outside of School: Youth Extracurricular 

Education, Immigration, and Group Identity,” Department of Sociology, Dartmouth College

2017

“Hyper Education: Race, Morality, the Meaning of Success,” American 

Studies Department and Asian American Studies Program, Indiana 

University
2017

“Achieving More than Grades: Race, Morality, and the Pursuit of 

Education,” Comparative American Studies Program and Department of Sociology, Oberlin College
2017

“Achieving More than Grades: Race, Morality, and the Pursuit of 

Education,” Department of Sociology, University of Minnesota
2017
“Asian American Small Business Entrepreneurs: An Integral Part in Our Economy,” Asian American Advertising Federation, Los Angeles.

2017
Discussant for symposium, “Transpacific Movements and Articulations: Alternative Productions of Migration,” Dartmouth College
2017

“What Asian Americans Really Care About When They Care About 

Education,” Graduate School of Education, Harvard University

2016
“Extracurricular Education – from Tiger Parenting to the New Normal,” Asian American Studies Program, Syracuse University
2016
“Extracurricular Education – from Tiger Parenting to the New Normal,” Department of Sociology, Carleton College
2016
“Should We Celebrate Success?: Making Sense of Precarious Stability for Ethnic Entrepreneurs” Brown University 
2016 
“Deconstructing the Model Minority from the Inside: Indian America, Spelling Bees, and Racialized Education,” Indiana University.
2015 

Plenary speaker on “Change and Continuity in Post-1965 Migration: 

New Perspectives and Research,” Immigrant America conference, 

University of Minnesota
2015
“Politics, Promises, and Possibilities: The 50th anniversary of the 1965 Immigration and Naturalization Act,” Indiana University
2015
“Presenting the ‘Model Minority’ to Itself: Re-conceiving the Narrative of Asian American Exceptionalism,” 20th anniversary conference of Asian American Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara
2015
“Hire a White Woman: Racial and Gender Presentations within Immigrant Businesses.” Department of Sociology and Asian American Studies, University of Massachusetts, Boston
2015
“Asian America: Sociological and Interdisciplinary Perspectives”, Center for Multicultural Education, University of Northern Iowa
2015
“Representing the South Asian Diaspora,” South Asia Institute, joint Harvard University and M.I.T.
2014
“Hire a White Woman: Racial and Gender Presentations within Immigrant Businesses.” Department of Sociology and Asian American Studies Center, University of Connecticut
2014
“Hire a White Woman: Racial and Gender Presentations within Immigrant Businesses,” Department of Sociology, Harvard University
2014
“Hire a White Woman: Racial and Gender Presentations within Immigrant Businesses.” Department of Sociology, Rice University
2014
 “The Impact of Asian Americans on the American Religious Landscape,” panel discussion, Religion and Public Life Program, Rice University
2013
“Gender, Immigration, and the Workplace,” Hazel Dick Leonard Symposium, Simmons College

2013
“Life Behind the Lobby: Indian American Motel Owners and the American Dream,” Department of American Studies, University of Massachusetts, Lowell
2013
“Hire a White Woman: Race and Gender Calculations for Business Owners,” Department of Sociology, Boston College
2013
“Picture This: Representing an Immigrant Community from within the Academy and the Museum,” Harvard University
2013
Keynote Address, “Entrepreneurship in America: Indian Americans’ Contributions and Challenges,” Embassy of India. Introduction by Ambassador Rao
2012
“What is the Indian American Social Agenda?” Indiaspora: Indian American Community Network, New Paltz, NY
2012
Keynote speaker at the annual banquet of the Indian Community Center of Rochester, NY
2012

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month Speaker at: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Library, Washington, DC;  and

Office of Civil Rights, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
2012

“Hire a White Woman: Race and Gender Calculations for Business 

Owners,” Asian American Studies Program, University of Maryland at College Park, MD
2012
“‘I Didn't Pick This Country’: Immigrants’ Global Trajectory and
Dissatisfaction in U.S. Entrepreneurship,” Department of Sociology, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA. 2012
2011
“Home is Where the Hotel Is: The Construction of Private Lives within Public Spaces,” University of Pennsylvania, Asian American Studies Program
2011
“Post-9/11 Vacancies: Race, Economics, and South Asian America,” Library of Congress, for “Sept. 11, 2001: A Retrospective.” Washington, D.C.
2011
“‘I Want All Non-Indian Employees; Women Are Preferable’: The Uses and Denials of Race, Gender, and Culture by Indian American Entrepreneurs.” City University of New York, Graduate Center, Department of Sociology  

2010
“Leaving the Light On and the Curry Off: Life in the Indian-American Owned Motel.” Pomona College and Pacific Basin Institute
2010
“Different Versions of the Same: The Identity Performances and Adaptation of Immigrant Communities.” Loyola University, Department of Sociology
2009
“Getting Ahead by Giving In: Asian Indian Motel Owners Create Opportunity within Hierarchies.” Dartmouth College, Department of Sociology
2009

“Accepting Hierarchies to Overcome Them: Race, Ethnicity, and

Entrepreneurship for Asian Indian Motel Owners.” Kent State University, Department of Sociology
2008
“When Foreigners Make Natives Feel at Home: Asian Indian Motel Owners in the Midwest.” Talks by Faculty, Oberlin College
2008
“The Changing Face of Asian Americans.” Keynote Address to the Asian Summit by the Asian Community Alliance. Inc. Cincinnati, OH
2008
“Race and Culture in the Workplace.” Lecture, via teleconference, to the United States Department of Agriculture
2007 
“The Margins in the Mainstream: Asian Americans’ Identity Management at Work,” Department of Sociology and the Center for Asian American Studies, University of Texas, Austin, TX
2004

“Fortunate Luck of Bad Timing: Effects of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act of 1965 on Asian America,” Oberlin College
Conference Participation, Invited and Submitted 
2020
“Coming of Age in Trump’s ‘America’: How the Children of Immigrants Navigate the Emerging Inequalities of the 21st Century,” Special Session, American Sociological Association annual conference, San Francisco, CA
2020

“Moving Beyond Racism vs. Assimilation: Asian Americans, White 

Supremacy, and Academic Achievement,” Eastern Sociological Society annual conference, Philadelphia, PA
2018

“What Asian Americans Really Care About When They Care About 
Education,” American Sociological Association annual conference, 
Philadelphia, PA
2018

“Teaching Asian American Studies in the Dark,” Association for Asian 
American Studies annual conference, San Francisco, CA
2018

Presidential Panel, “Racial Inequality, Culture, and Institutional 
Change,” Eastern Sociological Society annual conference, Baltimore, MD

2017

Thematic session, “Race, Culture, and Exclusion for People on the 

Move” for the American Sociological Association annual conference, Montreal, Canada
2017

“Social Justice Organizing across Indian America: Lessons from 
Ambedkar and W.E.B du Bois,” International Conference on Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar “Reclaiming Social Justice, Revisitin Ambedkar,” 
Bengaluru, India 
2016 

“Constructing Morality: Why Parents Seek Extra Education for their 

Children,” American Sociological Association annual conference, Seattle, WA.
2015
“The Brain Sport: Indian Americans and Spelling Bees,” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Evanston, IL
2015
“Excellent Schools are Not Enough: Explaining the Pursuit of Extracurricular Education and its Impacts”, Eastern Sociological Society annual conference, New York City, NY
2014
“The Pasts, Presents, and Futures of South Asian American Studies,” and “East of California: Past, Present, & Futures,” invited panel discussions, Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, San Francisco, CA.
2013 
“Pride and Prejudice: How Minority Business Owners Assert Themselves While Avoiding Unwanted Attention,” American Sociological Association annual conference, New York City, NY.
2012
“From Middleman to Model Minorities: How an Immigrant Business Can Start Small and Become Dominant,” Immigration and Entrepreneurship Conference: An Interdisciplinary Conference, University of Maryland, College Park, MD

2012 
Organizer, Regular Session on Asian America, American Sociological Association, Denver, CO. 

2012
Organizer, International Migration Section roundtables, American Sociological Association, Denver, CO. 

2012
“The Pursuit of Home: Constructing the “Good-Enough” Life within Immigrant Businesses,” American Sociological Association annual conference accepted paper, Denver, CO. 

2012

“Negotiating Tenure,” invited panel discussion, Association for Asian 

American Studies, Washington DC.

2011
“Object”ifying Asian America: Physical Representations and Strategic Performances,” Association for Asian American Studies, New Orleans, LA.
2011
“Seeking Liberation, Navigating Hierarchies: Deconstructing Immigrant Entrepreneurs’ Success within U.S. Hyper-capitalism,” Critical Ethnic Studies conference, UC Riverside, CA.

2011
“South Asians Changing America”, invited plenary, South Asian Journalists Association convention, New York City, NY.
2011
Racism, American Identities, and World Cultures in the 21st Century, panel discussion. Montgomery College, MD.

2010
Chair and discussant, “The State of South Asian American Studies,” Association for Asian American Studies, Austin, TX.

2010 
Workshop panelist, “Apuleius and Africa” international conference, Oberlin College.

2009
“Embracing Neo-liberalism, Longing for Citizenship: How Asian Indian Entrepreneurs Advance Their Belonging and Marginalization.” American Studies Association annual conference, Washington, DC.
2009
“The Possibility of Community: How Indian American Motel Owners Negotiate Competition and Solidarity.” American Sociological Association annual conference, San Francisco, CA. 

2009
“The Post-Colonial Motel: The Indian Diaspora, Colonialism, and the U.S. Roadside Motel.” Annual Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin at Madison.

2009
“I Own Myself: Second-Generation Asian Indian Entrepreneurs Reconcile Racism and the ‘American Dream.’” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Honolulu, HI. 

2008
Organizer and speaker at the Oberlin Poverty Symposium, a three day event to begin outreach to local communities and to educate others on local poverty.

2008
Chair and organizer, “Faith in a Time of Empire: Religion and Asian American Studies” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Chicago, IL. 
2008 
Chair and organizer, “The Heart(land) of Asian America: Approaches in the Midwest,” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Chicago, IL. 

2008
Respondent to “Aggregate Architectural History” Conference, Oberlin College. 

2007-2008
Invited Program Committee Co-Chair for the 2008 annual conference of Association for Asian American Studies, Chicago, IL.

2007  
“Committed to Ethnicity, Committed to the State: How Indian Americans Further their Americanization as they Further Ethnic Ties.” International conference “Globalization and Diaspora.” Centre for the Study of Indian Diaspora and Department of Sociology, University of Hyderabad, India.  

2007 
“Forming Community Far from Fellow Immigrants: How Middleman Minorities Create a Home in Ohio as Neither Immigrants Nor Minorities.” American Sociological Association annual conference, New York, NY.  

2007
“Living Next to a Burger King: Indian American Motel Owners and the Neo-Liberalist Dilemma of Space, Work, and Belonging.” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, New York, NY.  


2006 
Organizer and Chair for panels “Asian America: Beyond Expected Communities” and “Asian America: Revisiting Classic Debates.” American Sociological Association, Montreal, Quebec.

2006 

Organizer of regular session panel on “Asian America” for the 

annual conference of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, Quebec.

2006
Panelist on opening session of the Biennial Asian/Pacific American Midwest student conference, “Third World Liberation Front, Ethnic Studies, and the Beginnings of Transglobal People of Color Organizing.” Oberlin College.

2006 
“We Like it Here: How Indian Americans Motel Owners in Ohio Construct Community.” East of California conference of the Association for Asian American Studies, The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH.  


2006 
“Checking In at the Immigrant Business: Indian American Motel Owners’ Use of Stratified Labor.” American Sociological Association annual conference, Montreal, Canada.  


2006 
“What’s New in Cultural Scripts?” Eastern Sociological Association annual conference, Boston, MA.  


2005
“Searching for Authenticity, Americanized: Challenges to Temples by Second Generation Indian Americans.” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Los Angeles, CA.  

2005
Organizer and Chair for panel, “South Asian Americans, the State, and Pursuit of Social Justice.” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Los Angeles, CA.  

2005
Chair for panel, “Race and U.S. Wars in Asia.” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Los Angeles, CA. 

2004
“Bridging Multiple Identities: Immigrants Manage Cultural Scripts Across Work and Home.” American Sociological Association annual conference, San Francisco, CA.  

2004 
“‘We’re Not a Korean American Church Anymore’: Dilemmas in Constructing a Multi-Racial Church Identity.” Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, Boston, MA.  

2004
“Multicultural Lives: Managing Identity Conflict Among Immigrant Minorities.” Couch-Stone Winter Symposium, Vancouver, BC.  

2003

“Dis-Comfort Inn: Indian American Hotel Owners in the Deep South.”    

Association for Asian American Studies annual conference, San Francisco, CA. 
2003
Discussant for panel, “Asian Americans: Institutions and Identities.”  American Sociological Association annual conference, Atlanta, GA.  

2002
Chair and discussant for panel, “South Asian America.” East of California conference of the Association for Asian American Studies, Oberlin College.  


2002

“Creating Multiculturalism: Asian American Religious Organizations 
Negotiate Race and Religion.” Association of the Scientific Study of 
Religion annual conference, Salt Lake City, UT. 
2002
“Minorities with a Minority Religion: Indian American Hindus’ Responses to Religious and Racial Discrimination.” Color, Hair, and Bone: Race in the Twenty-First Century conference, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, PA.

2002
“Racial Communities between Black and White: Second Generation Asian Americans’ Make Sense of their Racial Status.” American Sociological Association annual conference, Chicago, IL.  
1999
“Identity within Public and Private Structures: An Examination of Asian Indian British Youth Identity Practices.”  American Sociological Association annual conference, Chicago, IL.
Editorial and Review Activities

2018 –

Editorial Board member, Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, official   

present 
journal of the American Sociological Association Section on Race and Ethnicity
2017 – 
Editorial Board member, Rose Monograph Series in Sociology, official 
  present 
book series of the American Sociological Society
2014 –

Editorial Board member, Identities: Global Studies in Culture and  

 present 
Power.
2009 –
2012
Editorial Board member of Journal of Asian American Studies, official 

journal of the Association for Asian American Studies 
2008 

Invited editor on the topics of Migration and of Race and Ethnicity for 

The Social Issues Collection: A Routledge/University Readers Custom Library for Teaching.

Occasional reviewer for American Journal of Sociology; Du Bois Review; Equity and Excellence in Education; Ethnic and Racial Studies; Ethnicities; Gender Issues; Harvard University Press; Identities; International Review of Comparative Sociology; Journal of Intercultural Studies; National Science Foundation; New York University Press; Polity Press; Qualitative Sociology; Rutgers University Press; Sage Publications; Social Problems; Sociological Forum; Sociological Perspectives; Sociology of Race and Ethnicity; The Sociological Quarterly; Stanford University Press; Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism; Temple University Press.
Recurring Professional Association Memberships

American Sociological Association
American Studies Association

Association of Asian American Studies
Teaching Experience

· Social Justice in the United States – A first year, writing intensive seminar that investigates various types of contemporary social injustice and the complicated responses necessary to them. The course also includes a community-based service learning component.

· Social Construction of the United States – Lecture-based class designed to dive into social institutions, identities, and inequalities within American Studies and sociological topics, with emphasis on social theories and methodologies. Research projects are included.

· Common Reading, Common Purpose – First year student seminar centered around contemporary social justice issues. It takes from the Summer 2016 common reading book and builds a course around it. Emphasis on undocumented migrants, state power, and economic inequality.

· Asian American Experience – Lecture and discussion-oriented class on the role of Asian Americans in the state and in race relations, as well as on internal dynamics within communities and on transnational ties. 

· Constructing Immigrant Communities – Discussion and lecture-oriented class with mostly upper-level students. It concentrates on the adaptation and race relations of current immigrant minorities, tensions within immigrant communities, and their relationship to U.S. hierarchies, trans-nationalism, and gender inequalities.

· Race and Ethnicity – Lecture and discussion-oriented class on theories of racial and ethnic relations in the U.S., with concentration on the social construction of race as pertaining to the five major racial groups, and on contemporary debates.

· Race, Gender, Sexuality and Identity – Upper-level seminar on the creation and negotiation of various identities in cultural and political contexts, from an inter-disciplinary perspective.

· Beyond Margins vs. Mainstream – Upper-level seminar that combines social psychological, cultural, and stratification theories to examine how individuals manage competing notions of identity, with implications for stratification hierarchies. Students build up towards a final research paper due at the end of the semester.

· Culture and Inequality – Upper-level seminar on how systemic inequalities can be better understood by adopting a cultural lens. Readings emphasize sociology but bring in other disciplines and social theories.
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